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Town of Bon Accord
AGENDA
Regular Council Meeting

July 6, 2021 7:00 p.m.
live streamed on Bon Accord YouTube Channel

CALL TO ORDER
ADOPTION OF AGENDA

DELEGATION
Andrew Christopher — Associated Engineering — 7:15 p.m.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
Regular Meeting of Council; June 15, 2021 (enclosure)

ACTION ITEM LIST
Action ltem List to June 15, 2021 (enclosure)

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Capital Road Plan (enclosure)
Skateboard Park Survey Results (enclosure)

NEW BUSINESS

Library Board Trustee Appointment (enclosure)

Support for Bon Accord Doctors (enclosure)

Addition of Treaty 6 Flag and Opening Remarks (enclosure)
Arena Engineering Inspection (enclosure)

BYLAWS/POLICIES/AGREEMENTS

POLICIES

Municipal Advertising Policy: Community Programs and Events (enclosure)
Work from Home Program Policy (enclosure)

WORKSHOPS/MEETINGS/CONFERENCES

2021 AUMA Summer Municipal Leaders’ Caucus (enclosure)
Sturgeon County Golf Tournament — Save the date (enclosure)
Strathcona County Golf Tournament (enclosure)

Town of Redwater Golf Tournament (enclosure)

CORRESPONDENCE

2021 Recreation Funding (enclosure)

Support for RCMP (enclosure)
10.2.1. Village of Lougheed
10.2.2. Town of Nanton
10.2.3. City of Fort Saskatchewan
10.2.4. Cypress County
10.2.5. Town of Beaverlodge

Touwn op
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building for tomorrow
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Town of Bon Accord
AGENDA
Regular Council Meeting

July 6, 2021 7:00 p.m.
live streamed on Bon Accord YouTube Channel

10.2.6. Town of Thorsby
10.2.7. Town of Viking
10.2.8. Village of Rockyford
10.2.9. Village of Holden
10.2.10. Town of Turner Valley
10.2.11. Lac La Biche County
10.2.12. Village of Standard
10.2.13. County of Forty Mile No. 8
10.2.14. Town of Fairview
10.3. COVID-19 Financial Support for Rural Small Businesses — Town of Ponoka (enclosure)

11. NOTICE OF MOTION
12, CLOSED SESSION

13. ADJOURNMENT






















































































































































17th Annual Strathcona County Golf
Classic hosted by Mayor Rod Frank

Following the recent Stage 3 announcement by the Government of
Alberta, Strathcona County's 17th Annual Golf Classic, hosted by
Mayor Rod Frank, will be proceeding in a Shotgun format once
again! The tournament is scheduled to take place on Friday, August
6, 2021 at the Broadmoor Public Golf Course. Registration opens at
7:30 a.m. and golfers will all tee off at 8:30 a.m.

Haven't registered ye but would like to?2 Late registrations will be
accepted until July 9. Please email Nick.Meronyk@strathcona.ca if

you intend to send golfers or would like to request a sponsorship in

the tournament.

Tournament deftails

e Registration and grab and go breakfast: 7:30 a.m. - 8:15 a.m.
e Shotgun Start: 8:30 a.m.
e Cost: $180 per person


https://track.robly.com/4eddd124-5a2a-4cd6-838b-2274dc7b3fa2874497afa9270ac43627f8a18420d319

o Deadline to register: July 9, 2021

We will not be offering a banquet this year. Instead, we offer golfers

a tournament with the following:

e Grab and go breakfast
o Deluxe boxed lunch

e Food holes

e Beverage fickets

e Snack/goodie bag

Donations to Everybody Gets to Play

Due to the current economic situation, more people than ever will
require support from the Everybody Gets to Play program. If you are
inferested in donating to Everybody Gets to Play, whether you're golfing
or not, please complete this donation form. Please note that only credit

card donations are currently being accepted.

To register follow these steps:

1.) Email Nick Meronyk at nick.meronyk@strathcona.ca with your

completed registration form.

e The fullname of each golfer and personal contact information
(both email and phone) must be included on the registration

form.

e Registration forms without the full name and personal contact

information for each golfer will not be accepted.

2.) Credit card payment information must be provided on the
registration form or called in over the phone. Please note: mailed-in

registration forms will not be accepted this year.

3.) Confirmation email and receipt of your payment will be provided.

Please Opt-in for future Golf Classic updates


https://track.robly.com/4eddd124-5a2a-4cd6-838b-2274dc7b3fa2a012d73777c861f51294758e697c795e
https://track.robly.com/4eddd124-5a2a-4cd6-838b-2274dc7b3fa24c55c3d3f76958a24b0879b96d2ab912
https://track.robly.com/4eddd124-5a2a-4cd6-838b-2274dc7b3fa2dadd9bddde676837eb3a2eda35ad7bfb
https://track.robly.com/4eddd124-5a2a-4cd6-838b-2274dc7b3fa2949c2a1ba7ea8735d443724d577d1949

If you or any of your golfers would like to receive future information on
this fournament, including the registration form for next year, please
ensure you opt-in to our Strathcona County Golf Classic

communications here.

Further information: Nick Meronyk
nick.meronyk@strathcona.ca | 587-335-8699

Everybody gets {o play®
Recreationlvithoufabartiers

in Strathcona County

Proceeds of the Annual Golf Classic supports the Everybody Gets to Play
program which goes directly to providing Strathcona County residents
living on a limited income with free and subsidized access to recreation.

Y /4

STRATHCONA
COUNTY

This communication is intended for the recipient to whom it is
addressed, and may contain confidential, personal, and or privileged
information. Please contact the sender immediately if you are not the
intended recipient of this communication, and do not copy, distribute,

or take action relying on it. Any communication received in error, or
subsequent reply, should be deleted or destroyed.


https://track.robly.com/4eddd124-5a2a-4cd6-838b-2274dc7b3fa2d588dbecae97a292da39503d91c74551
https://track.robly.com/4eddd124-5a2a-4cd6-838b-2274dc7b3fa26ebbbb03ac2c6f585256a9965c427df3

Jessica Caines

From:
Sent:
Subject:

Ann Hall <ecdev@redwater.ca>
June 28, 2021 2:44 PM

Town of Redwater Open Golf Tournament- REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN

Town of Redwater Open Golf Tournament Sponsorship & Golfer Registration - NOW OPEN!!
Don’t miss out on your opportunity to be a sponsor and or Golf in this fun filled Tournament.
Proceeds collected will support upgrades to our local golf course. Sponsorship for this event is limited.
Visit https://birdease.com/Redwatergolf to secure your spot by using our new online registration and
payment.

TOWN OF REDWATER OPEN GOLF

e

o
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-

ik 22l

Platinum Sponsorship ($2000)

Recognition of Platinum Level Sponsorship on signage at the
event

Prominent logo recognition in all pre and post event advertising,
in printed promotional materials and on the Town’s website

2 free golfer registrations (including dinner)

Hole Sponsorship — ($350) * 9 holes available

Recognition of Bronze Level Sponsorship at the event and at
sponsored hole

Name recognition in all pre and post event advertising, in printed
promotional materials and on the Town’s website

Golf Cart

2 dinner tickets (additional ticket $25 each)

Opportunity to provide promotional material, food and /or
beverages on sponsored hole.

NOTE: An additional S75 fee will be applied to holes serving alcohol
to cover the cost of a server at the hole as required by the Alberta
Liquor and Gaming Act. *All beverage orders must be coordinated
with the Redwater Golf Club 2 weeks prior to the event.

Gift Bag Donations - Donate items to promote your business!

Each golfer will receive a complimentary golf gift bag. We welcome any

additional items your business wishes to contribute.

Contact ecdev@redwater.ca or 780-942-3519 ext 330 for more details.

Note: Minimum quantity is 72 items.

Gold Sponsorship ($1,000)

e Recognition of Gold Level Sponsorship on signage at the event

e Logo recognition in all pre and post event advertising, in printed
promotional materials and on the Town’s website

e 2 free golfer registration (including dinner)

Dinner Sponsor {$S2000) * only one available

e Logo recognition in all pre and post event advertising, in printed
promotional materials and on the Town’s website

e Your business name displayed during dinner

e Opportunity to provide promotional materials at the dinner
portion of the event

e 2 free golfer registration (including dinner)

Beverage Cart Sponsor ($350) * only one available

e Logo and name displayed on the course beverage cart as it
makes its rounds
e Recognition at the dinner

Please note the Tournament will run rain or shine,
of lightning. Adjustments may be made depende
communications of changes being sent to players anc

Golfer registration and fees for the tournament will also be accepted through the website
https://birdease.com/13142/reqister.

For more information or questions contact Ann Hall at 780-942-3519 ext 330 or ecdev@rewater.ca.
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THORSBY

e Best or BoTtn WoRrLDs

May 31, 2021

Premier Jason Kenney
Office of the Premier

307 Legislature Building
10800 - 97 Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta T5K 2B6

Dear Premier Kenney,

RE: Royal Canadian Mounted Police and Provincial Policing

This letter is presented as a token of support on behalf of the Town of Thorsby towards the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police (RCMP) and also as a motion of opposition to the Provincial Government'’s recent proposal for an
Alberta Provincial Police force.

After reviewing the Fair Deal Panel's Report to Government (as well as the many letters currently circulating from
Municipal elected officials) the Council of Town of Thorsby is voicing its firm opposition to the APPS (Alberta
Provincial Police Service).

There are several particularly concerning items identified in the Fair Deal Panel’s report, namely:

- The Fair Deal Panel's recommendation to proceed with developing a proposal for a Provincial Police force,
despite only 35% of Albertans believing the police force would contribute to the desired outcome of helping
Alberta better assert itself with the Canadian federation.

- Provincial and municipal governments possibly absorbing $112.4 million policing costs currently covered by
the federal government (which would be in addition to the increasing policing costs incurred by municipalities
under the Police Funding Model).

Furthermore, and perhaps most importantly, we have an excellent relationship with our local RCMP detachment
and feel no need to replace them with a Provincial force. The RCMP in Town of Thorsby have always been
responsive to community needs and feedback, and have consistently delivered professional, quality public safety
services in our communities. In addition, ongoing collaboration between both Detachment and Thorsby's Council
has resulted in a positive and adaptive presence in the region.

We have not been provided with adequate proof that the formation of the APPS would result in better outcomes
for Albertans, especially when considering the Provincial Government's reduction into MSI funding over the next
few years and considering the infrastructure maintenance investments that all Canadian municipalities face over
the coming years. Town of Thorsby Council is urging the Government of Alberta to listen to Municipal Leaders as
well as the results of the Fair Deal Panel’s report and shift efforts to Improving RCMP relationships and resource
in the Province. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any comments or concerns.

Respectfully,

el 2 \-'\

Rod Raymond
Mayor

1|Page
Box 297 Thorsby, Alberta TOC 2P0 | Tel: (780) 789 - 3935
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- The Honourable Jason Kenney, Premier premier@gov.ab.ca

- Ric Mclver, Minister of Municipal Affairs minister.municipalaffairs@gov.ab.ca

- Kacee Madu, Minister of Justice and Solicitor General

- Barry Morishita, president of Alberta Urban Municipalities Association

- Paul McLauighlin, President of Rural Municipalities Association

- RCMP Town of Thorsby Detachment: Dwayne A MOORE@rcmp-gre.ge.ca

- Mark Smith, MLA & Constituency, Drayton Valley-Devon: mark.smith@assembly.ab.ca
- Alberta Municipalities

2|Page
Box 297 Thorsby, Alberta TOC 2P0 | Tel: (780) 789 - 3935



o ° Town of Viking Office of the CAO
VI kl n 5120-45 Street,
Viking, AB, TOB 4NO
' ' Phone: 780-336-3466

.viking.ca Email: don.mcleod@viking.ca

Honourable Kaycee Madu

Minister of Justice and Solicitor General
424 Legislature Building

10800-97 A venue

Edmonton, Alberta T5K 286

Re: Proposed Provincial Police Force.

The Town of Viking joins the many other communities, both urban and rural voicing their
opposition over the proposed Provincial Police Force. The RCMP have been a core in Viking for
many years and have served our community with great distinction. They coach our sports
teams, belong to clubs, and participate in various Town activities.

The Provincial Government's is reducing the MSI funding for the foreseeable future. Many urbans
are struggling with infrastructure maintenance deficits over the coming years. Most local government
budgets are already being stretched beyond their limits. How are we going to fund a Provincial
Police Force? The Province will mandate municipalities to pay, thereby forcing local councils to
increase municipal taxes to fund Provincial downloading.

The Town of Viking respectfully suggests that there are much more serious issues that your
government should be dealing with. This council does not see the current policing model as
broken Therefore, why does your government see the need to fix it? It is our opinion that the
Provincial government needs to seriously re-evaluate its priorities.

Many other Towns expressed the following sentiment, and this Council endorses the
statement:

The Provincial Government continually encourages (and legislatively mandates) that municipal
governments work together in a cohesive manner, perhaps they should take a page from their own
book rerouting the funds allocated for research of an Alberta Police Service towards building stronger
relationships with the RCMP and with Federal Partners.

The Town of Viking also council stands with:
* The 65% of respondents to the Fair Deal Panel survey that voiced opposition to a Provincial
e Police Force.
¢ The County of Paintearth No. 18
e The County of St. Paul
*  Municipality of Crowsnest Pass
e Town of Didsbury
¢ Town of Magrath
* Town of Edson

A Progressive Crossroads Community



° ° Town of Viking Office of the CAO
VI kl n 5120-45 Street,
g Viking, AB, TOB 4NO
Phone: 780-336-3466

viking.ca Email: don.mcleod@viking.ca

¢ Village of Hill Spring

¢  Town of Morinville

¢ Town of Redcliff

Village of Rycroft

Town of Edson

Town of Claresholm

Town of Mayerthorpe

Smokey Lake County

¢ Any and all other citizens, municipalities, and organizations who have not voiced their opinions,
yet.

L]

Respectfully

Don R. McLeod
CAO

S

The Honourable Jason Kenney, Premier

The Honourable Ric Mclver, Minister of Municipal Affairs
Rachel Notley, Leader of the Official Opposition

Jackie Lovely, MLA Camrose

AUMA Members

RMA Members

A Progressive Crossroads Community



Village of Rockyford

Box 294, Rockyford, Alberta TOJ 2RO
Telephone: (403) 533-3950
Fax: (403) 533-3744
Email: villageofrockyford@gmail.com

June 14, 2021

Honourable Kaycee Madu

Minister of Justice and Solicitor General
424 Legislature Building

10800 — 97 Avenue

Edmonton, AB T5K 2B6

Dear Minister Madu

RE: Support for RCMP

The Council of the Village of Rockyford has chosen to add our voices to the multiple municipalities that
have spoken out in full support of the RCMP. We have an excellent working relationship with our local
detachment and the costs associated with replacing them with a provincial police service are not
measured in dollars alone.

We have recently had to add the cost of policing into our annual operating budget because of the funding
changes and that was difficult enough, if we are now going to be expected to help bear the costs of
implementing a new police service, it will stretch us beyond our ability, with no indication of what the
excessive costs will actually achieve. There is no indication that a new police force will improve any aspect
of policing for the citizens or the municipalities but will in fact cost us all.

The Fair Deal Panel’s recommendation does not factor in any public opinion that we can see, as the
number of letters that we are receiving speaking out against the proposal is indicative that a majority of
the municipalities are against it. The municipal leaders are the ones that hear directly from the taxpayers
on a base level and are sharing those views with you through these letters.

Respectfully,

YLK

Mayor Darcy J. Burke
Mayor
Village of Rockyford

cc: The Honourable Jason Kenney. Premier —premier@gov.ab.ca
The Honourable Ric Mclver, Minister of Municipal Affairs — minister.municipalaffairs@gov.ab.ca
Nathan Cooper, MLA Olds, Didsbury, Three Hills — Nathan.Cooper@assembly.ab.ca
Mr. Martin Shields, MP —martin.shields.clb@parl.gc.ca
K-Division, RCMP
AUMA and RMA members




Village of Holden
4810 50st Holden AB
TOB 2C0O
780-688-3928

Honourable Kaycee Madu

Minister of Justice and Solicitor General
424 Legislature Building

10800-97 Avenue

Edmonton, Alberta

Re: Proposed Provincial Police Force

The Village of Holden joins the many other communities, both urban and rural in
voicing their opposition over the proposed Provincial Police Force. The RCMP have
been a core in the Village of Holden for many years and have served our community
with great distinction. They are a vital part of our community.

The Provincial Government’s is reducing the MSI funding in the near future.
Municipalities are already stretched thin and the cost of funding a Provincially
controlled Police force would far exceed what our municipality could afford. It is our
view that attention be spent on ways to tweak what is already in place in the way of
making it better rather than starting with a whole new policing service.

Our Council supports the continuation of the RCMP, and opposcs the APPS. It is our
view there is not adequate proof to suggest that a Provincial Police Force would be
better equipped and/or provide a better service to our community than the RCMP.
Therefore, justification for the increased costs that would be associated with this new
policing service is highly questionable.

In closing, the Village of Holden Council does not support the Fair Deal Panel
recommendation to establish a provincial police force. It is our wish to protect our
community from this burden due to this endeavor.

The Village if Holden stands with:
» The 65% of the respondents to the Fair Deal Panel survey that voiced
opposition to a Provincial Police Force
The County of Paintearth No. 18
The County of St. Paul
Municipality of Crowsnest Pass
Town of Didsbury
Town of Magrath
¢ Town of Edson
e Village of Hill Spring



Village of Holden
4810 50st Holden AB
TOB 2C0
780-688-3928

Town of Morniville

Town of Redcliff

Village of Rycroft

Town of Claresholm

Town of Mayerthorpe

¢ Smokey Lake County

e Any and all other citizens, municipalities, and organizations who have yet to
voice their opinions.

s & @

Respectfully,

b=

Amanda’Cox
CAO for Village of Holden

cc:

The Honourable Jason Kenny, Premier

The Honourable Rick Mclver, Minister of Municipal Affairs
Alberta Municipalities




Turner Valley

PO Box 330 T 403.933.4944
514 Windsor Ave NW F 403.933.5377
Turner Valley, AB TOL2A0 W turnervalley.ca

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

June 16, 2021

Honorable Kaycee Mandu

Minister of Justice and Solicitor General
424 Legislature Building

10800 — 97 Street

Edmonton, Alberta

T5K 2B6

Dear Minister Mandu:
Re: Town of Turner Valley Support for RCMP

On behalf of Council, | am sending this letter to confirm support of the current policing services that are
provided by the RCMP. The Town of Turner Valley has a good relationship with our RCMP detachment
and Council is very satisfied with the level of service and degree of responsiveness we receive in our
community.

Our Council has reviewed the information for the proposed provincial police service (APPS) and is quite
concerned with the plans to replace the RCMP with the APPS, especially regarding the potential financial
burden this may cause both municipalities and ratepayers in these unprecedented times. In addition to
the economic impacts of this proposal, there is no evidence that making this change will improve the
current levels of service received in our community and this region.

We strongly encourage the Government of Alberta to focus their efforts to working with the RCMP to
achieve the desired results that our communities and residents deserve and need.

Sincerely,

Barry Crane, Mayor

cc:  Premier Jason Kenney "
Council, Town of Turner Valley



A/ Lac La Biche County

welcoming by nature.
' Office of the Mayor

June 23, 2021

Honourable Kaycee Madu

Minister of Justice and Solicitor General
424 Legislature Building

10800 — 97 Avenue

Edmonton AB T5K 2B6

Dear Minister Madu:

On behalf of Lac La Biche County Council, I wish to express our support for the continuance of
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) service as Alberta’s primary law enforcement
agency. The RCMP are an iconic and well-respected law enforcement agency that Canadians
turn to in times of need throughout our country—Alberta should not be an exception to this rule.

Moreover, we are concerned that the change from RCMP services to provincial police would
mean a significant increase in the amount of taxes for the average citizen, whether through a rise
in provincial taxes or a new burden placed on municipalities to pay for the policing that they
need. This is especially important as we aim for a significant economic recovery as the end of the
COVID-19 pandemic nears.

Lac La Biche County has also spent a significant amount of time building a collaborative,
productive and positive relationship with the local RCMP detachment. Introducing a new police
force at this time would put the fruitful dialogue and significant improvements in our local
policing in jeopardy.

We look forward to having an open dialogue with the Province as to the outcome of the
continuance of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. Thank you for taking our concerns into
consideration '

Cot /s el
Oher Moghrabi

Mayor, Lac La Biche County

Box 1679 » Lac La Biche, Alberta TOA 2CO0 » 780-623-1747 » www.laclabichecounty.com



A/ Lac La Biche County
y welcoming by nature.

ec? Lac La Biche County Council
Ken Van Buul, Chief Administrative Officer
Premier Jason Kenney
MLA Laila Goodridge, Fort McMurray — Lac La Biche
MP David Yurdiga, Fort McMurray — Cold Lake
Barry Morishita, President, Alberta Urban Municipalities Association (AUMA)
Paul McLauchlin, President, Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA)
Honourable Ric Mclver, Minister of Municipal Affairs
RMA Members

AUMA Members



VILLAGE OF STANDARD

P.O. Box 249 Standard, Alberta TOJ3GO
Tel: (403) 644-3968
email: cao(@villageofstandard.ca

May 9, 2021

Minister of Justice and Solicitor General
The Honorable Kaycee Madu

424 Legislature Building

10800-97 Avenue

Edmonton, AB

T5K 2B6

Re: Village of Standard Support for the RCMP

On Behalf of Council | am sending you this letter joining our municipal neighbors in confirming
support for our current policing system.

Council has no issues with the current service we are receiving from our RCMP detachment.

A new system would be a burden on our economic system and we do not see where a new police
force would improve efficiency or quality of life for the Village and surrounding area. We see it
being costly and discouraging to our rate payers to have them replaced.

Council agrees with other municipalities whose letters have been copied to us that the focus
should be on working with the RCMP not replacing them.

Sincesrely,

JoefPedegrsen
Malyor,
Village of Standard



County of Forty Mile No. 8

June 23, 2021

Honorable Kaycee Madu

Minister of Justice and Solicitor General
424 Legislative Building

10800-97 Avenue

Edmonton, Alberta T5K 2B6

Dear Minister Madu;

RE: SUPPORT FOR THE ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE

The County of Forty Mile No. 8 Council stand alongside our neighboring municipalities
in the province in saying we strongly oppose the creation of an Alberta Provincial Police
Service and feel that working towards revising the current Police Act would be far more
advantageous for Albertans in improving current policing strategies in the province.
Council is also concerned that despite the fact that 65% of respondents are not in
support of creating an Alberta Provincial Police Service that the current level of funding
being provided by the federal government will, along with transitioning costs which are
unknown at this time, be borne by municipalities, whom are already bearing additional
policing costs.

The County of Forty Mile has developed a positive relationship with the local
detachments in our community and are satisfied with their efforts towards response
times and the level of service currently provided, we continue to look forward to
collaborating with the RCMP and urge the Government of Alberta to abandon the study
to transition to a Provincial Police Service and put their efforts into working towards
improving the current RCMP service.

Sincerely,

AW

Steve Wikkerink, REEVE
County of Forty Mile No. 8

P. O. Box 160, Foremost, AB TOK 0X0 - Telephone: (403) 867-3530 - Fax: (403) 867-2242



County of Forty Mile No. 8

Cc: Premier Jason Kenny
Minister of Municipal Affairs, Ric Mclver
Minister of Finance, Travis Toews
MLA Wamer -Taber, Grant Hunter
RMA Members

P. O. Box 160, Foremost, AB TOK 0X0 - Telephone: (403) 867-3530 - Fax: (403) 867-2242



Town of Fairview

)f,f
b ° ® »
P.O. Box 730, Fairview, Alberta TOH 1L0
a’rv,ew Provincial Building, 101, 10209 — 109 Street
Phone: 780-835-5461 Fax: 780-835-3576

Heart of the Peace Email: reception@fairview.ca Web: www fairview.ca

June 7, 2021

Premier Jason Kenney
Office of the Premier
307 Legislature Building
10800-97 Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta

T5K 2B6

Dear Premier Kenney,
Re: Town of Fairview Support for the Royal Canadian Mounted Police

At the June 1%, 2021 regular meeting of Council, the many letters of support received from across the province
in support of the RCMP were discussed. Council of the Town of Fairview would also like to express their support
for the RCMP. The RCMP has, for decades, provided policing to Alberta. The Town of Fairview has a very good
relationship with the local detachment and appreciates the care and commitment these members show in the
community.

Rather than starting an entirely new police service and the burden of cost and management that would come
with that, we believe it would be better for the Alberta government to investigate ways that the RCMP could
receive more support. From 1917 to 1932, Alberta had its own provincial police force, called the Alberta
Provincial Police. Economic hardships led to this police force being unsustainable and the RCMP policing services
taking over. We believe that financial realities would also end up with the same result if this were tried again.

Our local RCMP detachment is well respected in our community. They are visible in the community and take
part in community events and initiatives. Recently, the detachment Sergeant held a Town hall on Facebook to
allow the region to submit questions and concerns and have them answered during the meeting. One of the
most common comments during the meeting was expressions of appreciation for our detachment and all they
do for the community.

Moreover, with many municipalities, including our own, indicating a good relationship with the current RCMP
detachments in their area, we do not feel that a new police service would serve the best interests of our

Community of Choice in the Peace Country



residents. With only 35% of respondents supporting the recommendation to create an Alberta Police Service,
we believe that Albertans as whole have also shown their support for the RCMP. We ask for the Provincial
government to listen to the voice of the people and redirect the time, energy and funds being used to investigate
an Alberta Police Service be used for other needs, such as RCMP support or enhanced social supports.

Sincerely, Y, V4

oy
// 7
”/L/'/’/"/\ Mﬂ/// /i

Gordon MacLeod
Mayor, Town of Fairview

Cc: Ric Mclver, Minister of Municipal Affairs
Kacee Madu, Minister of Justice & Solicitor General
Todd Loewen, MLA, Central Peace-Notley
Rachel Notley, Leader of the Opposition
RCMP, Fairview Detachment
AUMA Member Municipalities

Community of Choice in the Peace Country
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Ponoka.

June 24, 2021

Dear Mayor/Reeve:

Ponoka Town Council is reaching out to other smaller rural communities like ours to voice our concerns regarding
the COVID-19 pandemic. We wish to share with you our concerns for our business community as we believe you
may be experiencing similar issues. We would also like to propose a solution for these concerns and are
requesting your support.

Over the last sixteen months, our small town businesses have experienced an extremely tough rollercoaster ride
amid a long string of lockdowns and restrictions. As we all know they, unlike urban businesses, already face a
different kind of challenge because they do not have the larger population base that businesses in the larger cities
can draw on.

Even now that restrictions are being lifted, it takes much longer for these small, rural businesses to recover and
bounce back; and given that they have been hit with successive waves of shut downs over the past several
months, the damage has been cumulative. We worry that a number of our small businesses may not

survive. And we worry about the terrible impact that losing these businesses would have on our community
considering they are an integral part of our town’s economy. They not only run businesses, they are consumers
too. They buy houses and pay taxes. They are also an important part of our social fabric, as many of them
sponsor sports teams, coach our young athletes, and are leaders, friends and neighbours in our community. We
are deeply concerned about the potential loss of these businesses.

In response to these concerns, we have begun writing letters to the Premier, our MLA, and our MP. We are
requesting additional funding be given to rural municipalities. This money would be specifically earmarked for
small businesses and distributed to them through municipal councils. Our position is that local municipal councils
understand the unique needs of their communities and their businesses, and therefore are in the best position to
distribute these additional dollars most effectively.

Our frustration with government has been that their actions and solutions always appear to be a one-size-fits-all
measure with the emphasis tilted toward the larger cities in our province. We understand that we are all hurting,
but we also can see that there is a tone deafness in particular when it comes to small businesses in rural

Alberta. Our concern is that these small, rural businesses are the lifeblood of this province yet they have always
contributed disproportionately more to our GDP than they have ever received back in compensation. They are
struggling and hurting now. It is time we do something for them or we will soon find that not only will some of
them be gone, but small towns in this province may start to disappear along with them.
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Ponoka Town Council is asking for your support by simply requesting that you join us in writing letters to our
Premier, your MLA and MP requesting more financial help for small, rural businesses. This will remind our

provincial and federal governments that the rural communities in this province are hurting, and hurting badly.

Finally, please feel free to contact the Mayor’s Office in the Town of Ponoka for further discussion on how we

could collectively pursue other possible solutions in the future.

Yours sincerely,

Ponoka Town Council.

Follow Town of Ponoka online at:
www.ponoka.ca
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